
 
 Vidwan Dr. Palghat R Ramprasad  
 

 Placed amongst the 50 most influential soft powers in India by the Open Magazine, Palghat Ramprasad is one of 
the most sought after South Indian Carnatic music vocalist both in India and abroad.  

 Grandson of the legendary mridangist Padmabhushan Palghat Mani Iyer, Ramprasad started learning music 
from a very young age from his father Sri T.R.Rajaram; and performed his first concert in the year 1988. From 
then on, he has been regularly performing concerts in and out of India for more than three decades.  

 Hailed as a child prodigy by many, even as a teenager, Ramprasad was accompanied on stage by legendary 
artists such as “Sangeetha Kalanidhi’s” Sri T.K.Murthy, Sri Palghat Raghu, Sri T.V.Gopalkrishnan, Sri 
Umayalpuram Sivaraman, Sri Trichy Sankaran, Sri M.S.Anantharaman, and Sri Sikkil Bhaskaran, to name a few.  

 Ramprasad has a fan following for being a stickler to the traditional padhathi, and his style particularly places 
emphasis on “Neraval” singing, which according to his Grandfather is the test of a “true vocalist”.  

 An “A” grade artist in All India Radio (AIR), Ramprasad and his senior students teach music classes to students in 
India and abroad; and many of his students are concert performers themselves.  

 On the academic front, Ramprasad completed his PhD in economics from the University of Georgia; and was a 
visiting postdoctoral fellow at The Harvard School of Public Health. He holds a master’s degree in economics, in 
which he was awarded 7 gold medals and holds the record for the highest marks scored.  

 Recently, he has developed an app feature called ‘mani pravaaham’ (that uses an optimization algorithm) to 
help artists create and store song lists for their concerts.  

 
Vidhushi Ms. Ranjani Ramakrishnan  
 

 Ranjani Ramakrishnan is a multi-faceted musician trained in Carnatic Music. Known as a highly sensitive, 
innovative and passionate artiste whose music embodies a uniquely personal & intense expression, she firmly 
believes that music finds form in her deepest search for truth. She is acclaimed for her impeccable bowing and 
sensitive tonality and is one of the most sought-after violin artistes in the Carnatic Music field.  

 A disciple of her mother Smt. Seetha Ramakrishnan, Ranjani was initiated into music at age four and grew up in 
a musically rich environment. She also received Carnatic vocal training from Smt. Latha Ramchand.  

 She has accompanied eminent stalwarts like Shri. R K Shrikanthan, Vid. R Vedavalli, Chitraveena Shri. N 
Ravikiran, Shri. O S Thyagarajan, Dr S Sowmya, among others.  

 She spontaneously adapts her training in Carnatic music to other musical forms as well, be it jugalbandis, dance 
collaborations, music composition and direction for independent/film music, or as composer and vocalist in 
acclaimed film ‘Morning Raga’.  For Ranjani, art is a way of Life and this is the philosophy she imparts in her role 
as an arts educator, for the last decade.  

 
Vidwan Shri Thrissur C. Narendran  
 

 Vidwan Shri Narendran is a renowned Mridangam artiste from Kerala, India. Born in a family of musicians and 
scholars, Narendran was initiated into Mridangam at a very young age by Sri Kongorppilly Parameswaran 
Namboodiri. After early training from David Bhagavathar, E.P. Narayana Pisharodi and Koduvayur 
Radhakrishnan, Narendran had the rarest privileges to be one of the early disciples of Padmashri Palghat R. 
Raghu from whom he learnt the finer and the most intricate techniques of mridangam playing.  

 Shri Narendran’s exquisite rhythmic patterns, sense of proportion, sharp anticipation, short & carefully thought 
out phases of silence, and the ability to give the Mridangam the much-needed soft touch make him a class apart.  

 Narendran has accompanied more than five generations of musicians, from legends Chembai Vaidyanatha 
Bhagavathar, Semmangudi Srinivasa Iyer, Palghat K.V. Narayanaswamy to all the renowned present day stars.  

 Shri Narendran has extensively travelled the world as a musician and has several awards to his credit.  A 
performer’s teacher, Shri Narendran has also played a significant role in developing the rhythmic astuteness of 
several of the star vocalists and instrumentalists today. 


